Sunshine Records 

Don Gray's record collection accumulated to the 
point where he bought a shop and became one of the 
few record stores in Tyler. 

Story on page 7 



Dorm safety 

Reports of thefts ana fif 


Reports of thefts ancf fights are making 
some students rethink on-campus living. 

Story on page 4 
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Churches say arsonists 
cannot steal their spirit 


By Ambra Phillips 

News Editor 

Despite their sanctuaries being destroyed by 
arson, East Texas churches vow that they will con¬ 
tinue to meet and have service. 

Eight churches have been burned since the 
start of the new year, leaving many East Texans 
without a building to call their church home. 

Authorities are not taking it lighdy that 
someone is setting churches on fire. 

“If anyone knows anything, we are asking 
that you contact your local authorities immedi¬ 
ately,” said Paul Findley, Tyler fire marshal. 

The reward for information leading to any 
arrests has increased from $5,000 to $10,000. 

Since a church is a place of worship, the 
charge is increased to a first degree felony and if 
someone is convicted they will do jail time accord¬ 
ing to ATF Special Agent Jim Crowley, ATE 


No one has been injured during any of the 
fires, but the possibility of someone dying due to 
fire makes this even more serious. 

“That is why arson is considered a crime of 
violence, because lives can be lost,” said Agent 
Crowley. “There is a sense of urgency to get to the 
bottom of this.” 

While authorities are committed to find¬ 
ing and prosecuting whomever is behind this, the 
church community is praying for the soul of the 
guilty. 

“We are praying that whoever did this comes 
into a relationship with Jesus Christ,” said. Na¬ 
than Cravens, associate pastor at St. Louis Baptist 
Church. “Vengeance isn’t ours to seek, it belongs 
to God.” 

Peter McCook and his family received calls 
from church friends alerting them that their 
church, First Church of Christ Scientist, was in 
flames. 



Photo by Ambra Phillips 

CHURCH FIRE All that is left of the Tyland Baptist Church is debris and a few support 
beams. Eight churches in East Texas have been burned since the start of the new year. 


“We were hoping they had made a mistake, 
but arrived to find our church blocked off. We 
walked two blocks to witness one of the worst 
sights imaginable,” said Peter McCook and elder 


at the First Church of Christ Scientist. 

The members of churches are still having a 

— see YIREpage 12 — 





College students express views on sexual preferences 


By Chantel Martin 

Managing Editor 

In recent years, the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community has become more 
accepted into society. However, young adults 
who have non-traditional sexual .preferences 
still have a hard time coming out to friends, 
family and peers. 

Angelica’s Story 

“There are not a lot of people that know 
that I am gay, however they are really shocked 
and surprised when they find out,”TJC student 
Anjelica said. “I do not wear a billboard or dress 
like the stereotypical.gay girl.” 

Anjelica said she knew she was gay when 
she was 9 years old. 

“I thought girls were cute and attractive, 
just as how my friends would describe boys,” 
she said. “The first girl that I had intense feel¬ 
ings for, I met when I was 16. We dated for 
about a year and a half.” 

Between the time she was 9 and 16, An¬ 
jelica said she would investigate on the Internet 
why she was the way she was. 

“I was involved in church, I went to coun¬ 
seling and talked to teachers, family members 
and youth pastors,” she said. “They would tell 


me ‘don’t worry,’it’s just a phase’ and pray about 
it.’ A part of me wanted to believe them be¬ 
cause it was acceptable in society to be straight 
while another part of me thought that I was 
not going to grow out of it. I tried to fix it.” 

When she was 14, Anjelica said she told 
her family that she was a bisexual. 

“J grew up in Ector, which is a really small 
town,” she said. “When I told them I was bi¬ 
sexual, it was hope for them that there’s a part 
of me that may like guys.” 

Over time, Anjelica said she tried to figure 
out if she was gay or bisexual. 

“For three weeks straight, I would sit in 
hallways, the cafeteria or anywhere on campus,” 
she said. “I tried so hard to find a guy who I 
thought was attractive and that I wouldn’t mind 
dating. It didn’t happen. But I found about 10- 
20 girls.” 

In September 2009, Anjelica said she 
came out to her family when she was 18. 

“My dad and uncle were very accepting 
and said they already knew,” she said. “My mom 
said that it was my decision and that she sup¬ 
ports me and that she would never stop loving 
me. She said it like she was being supportive, but 

— see PREFERENCES^ 12 — 
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SELF EXPRESSION TJC freshman Anjelica creates a heart while dressed in rainbow attire 
as a sign of pride and self expression. Anjelica said she knew that she was gay when she 
was 9 years old. 


East Texas extends helping 
hand for Haitian victims 


By Justin Todd 

Staff Writer 

East Texas has pulled together to support 
the people of Haiti when they need it most. 
Even in tough economic times, local residents 
and organizations are raising money and volun¬ 
teering their time. 

On Jan. 12, a catastrophic earthquake reg¬ 
istering a 7.0 magnitude on the Richter scale 
rocked Haiti. Government officials are saying 
the death toll from this earthquake alone may 
easily surpass 150,000. Many people remain 
trapped or missing beneath rubble of collapsed 
buildings, leaving family and friends distraught. 


Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti, was de¬ 
molished in this natural disaster. Violent after¬ 
shocks have also complicated relief efforts. 

There are several organizations in the Tyler 
community that are reaching out and helping 
the Haitians in their time of need. One of the 
main organizations is Mercy Ships, headquar¬ 
tered in Garden Valley just north of Tyler. 

“We are doing all that we can to raise 
money to ease the struggles in Haiti,” said Kathy 
Gohmert of U.S. Public Relations for Mercy 
Ships. “Although our rescue ship is planning 
to head to West Africa to help sub-Saharan 

— see HAITI page 9 — 


Hit and run accidents are a 
concern for TJC students 


By Irving Marmolejo 

Staff Writer 

In the past year, the Tyler Police Depart¬ 
ment received 777 hit and run accident reports. 
In 2008, the numbers were even higher, with 844 
hit and run accidents reported in Tyler alone. 

“Many people leave the crime scene with¬ 
out thinking of the consequences of their ac¬ 
tions,” said Don Martin, the public informa¬ 
tion Officer of Tyler Police Department. 

According to the Texas Department of 
Public Safety the chances of being involved in 
an automobile accident are higher for people 
under 24. 


Tyler Junior College received 40 reports 
of parked cars damaged between August and 
December 2009. 

“People ‘hit and run because they think 
it’s the easiest way out. Especially if they do 
not have car insurance, without knowing they 
can go to jail for it,” said Victor Melchor, State 
Farm Agent. 

In October of 2009, Jessica Reyes’ 2000 
silver Camaro was hit by another car while she 
was in class. The other driver fled the scene. 

“I did not realize the big dent on my car’s 
right back side until I stopped to get gas on 

— ^ACCIDENT page 8 — 
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Going green 

Colleges are now using 
eco-friendly materials, 
such as a green transit 
pass, gathering spaces 
and biodegradable 
eating utensils, in order 
to provide a safer living 
environment on cam¬ 
pus. See the full story 
attjcnewspaper.com. 
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Burials in Haiti 

After seeing the 
television footage of 
thousands of bod¬ 
ies being dumped in 
thorn bushes, rust- 
colored soil and debris, 
businessman Daniel 
Rouzier builds new 
graves for the victims. 
See the full story at 
tjcnewspaper.com. 
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The Apache Pow Wow invites students, em¬ 
ployees, parents and alumni to submit letters to 
the editor at tjcnews@tjc.edu. 
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column 


Challenges to get personal, not physical 


By Sarah Hall 

Editor in chief 

Welcome to the college life! 
The life that is so commonly as¬ 
sociated with late night parties, 
drinking, and sex. Yes, I said it, 

« y> 

sex. 

So many students nowadays 
are sexually active that it has be¬ 
come more and more socially ac¬ 
ceptable to just about everyone. 

According to the 2005 CDC 
Youth Risk Behavior Surveil¬ 
lance, 46.8 percent of all high 
school students report that they 
have had sexual intercourse. 

With this in mind, how 
many college students are sexually 
active and what are the emotional 
effects of rushing into any type of 
relationship? 

It has been my experience 
that when hooking up with some¬ 


one you barely know or just met, 
and only engaging in a physical 
relationship, things get turned 
upside down and you are left feel¬ 
ing empty and without anything 
to look forward to. 

This is why I believe it is 
important to get to. know an in¬ 
dividual before deciding to date, 
or engage in sexual activities with 
them. All too often we rush into 
a relationship in order to make 
ourselves feel complete and se¬ 
cure, but instead we are left hurt, 
broken and alone. Not to men¬ 
tion premarital sex increases the 
chances of becoming pregnant 
and of getting an STD. 

“One in five people in the 
United States has an STD. Two- 
thirds of all STDs occur in people 
25 years of age or younger,” said 
Ken Chisholm, contributing au¬ 


thor to LiveStrong.com 

Now don’t get me wrong, 
this is not the case 100 percent 
of the time. It doesn’t happen to 
everyone. Some people are lucky 
enough to find their perfect match 
right off the bat and some are 
smart enough to use protection. 
But I have seen and experienced 
my share of quick hook-ups and 
this happens too many times to 
say that it doesn’t happen often. 

Sex is meant to be a special 
and treasured connection be¬ 
tween two people. It’s not some¬ 
thing that should ,be categorized 
into the 21st century standards of 
“instant gratification.” 

This semester I challenge you 
to evaluate yourself and see if you 
are one to rush your relationships 
then find yourself wondering 
‘What on earth was I thinking?’ 



Sfaybe it’s time for a break 
from sexual activity and time to 
find contentment with yourself as 
a healthy single. Challenge your¬ 
self to get to know people and 
make a true connection before 
diving into something physical. 


VIEW 


The Apache Pow Wow welcomes readers to 
voice their opinions on articles at tjcnewspa- 
per.com or by sending a letter to the editor at 
tjcnews@tjc.edu. Full articles and comments 
can be found at tjcnewspaper.com. 

Posted Dec. 7,2009 
Response to Karaoke 

“Now I have been a Karaokier for years 
now and Cancun and Carretas have really 
stood the test of time. They may not have the 
best selection but their Dj’s are always there 
for you and will make you night a very pleas¬ 
ant one. Oh and-unfortunately I have to re¬ 
port that Karaoke has been canceled at Buffalo 
Wild Wings due to their manager resigning.” 

Posted Dec. 7,2009 
Response to Band Reviews 

“Great descriptive review Griffin! You 
really described the night and every band ex¬ 
actly how they existed on stage. Good, honest 
criticism and your metaphors were entertain¬ 
ing, to say the least! lol” 


editorial 


Campus Safety and students must work together for peace 


After a reporter witnessed a 
gang altercation on campus last 
semester, questions begin to arise 
about how safe we are as students 
and educators on TJC campus. 

It is evident that, Campus 
Safety has taken steps to add 
more employees to fill vacant 
positions in the department. The 
question still remains; will man¬ 
power alone help decrease the 
violence on campus or should 
there be other ways of dealing 
with these issues? 

According to TJC Campus 
Safety, the addition of more em¬ 
ployees has given them a better 
presence on campus. But what 
happens if the manpower you 
hire is intimidated by the thugs 
that have made TJC a hub for 
their gang activity? 

* Last semester a few gang- 
bangers came on campus Nov. 9 
and went after a student outside 
Hudnall Hall. Yes, there were 
Campus Safety officers there, 
but when approached and asked 


what was going on, they said it 
was nothing and that the students 
were just chasing a raccoon that 
fell out of a tree. There was truth 
in that, but too bad a picture was 
already taken of the altercation 
and of the raccoon. That raises 
concerns in our minds; are they 
trying to cover up what’s going 
on to save face, or are the people 
they hire really that intimidated 
or that unaware? 

Campus Safety has vowed to 
make sure that, the ones who are 
here, for an education receive it. 

“One thing is for sure, if 
students would cooperate with 
Campus Safety we could'do our 
jobs a lot better,” said Campus 
Safety’s Travis Newton. 

They alone cannot keep our 
campus safe. After the altercation 
last semester, a few students were 
approached and asked if they saw 
anything, their reply was “no.” 
One student made the comment, 
“and even if T did see anything, I 
wouldn’t tell you.” 


With this kind of attitude, 
how do we as students hope to 
have a safe campus? 

With support from students 
there is a possibility that certain 
problems may be contained, but 
that street goes both ways. Cam¬ 
pus Safety officers must first earn 
the trust of students. 

On Jan. 27, in front of Rog¬ 
ers Student Center, a new Cam¬ 
pus Safety officer and his partner 
were witnessed by a reporter in 
the parking lot revving their en¬ 
gine at two females and one male 
student as they attempted to cross 
the parking lot. With this kind of 
behavior coming from uniformed 
officials, how do they expect 
students to cooperate with them 
when there is so little respect 
between students and Campus 
Safety? 

Sometimes a student might 
feel that he or she is being a 
snitch, and by giving up informa¬ 
tion they will be persecuted or 
harassed by other individuals. 


The fact remains that if stu¬ 
dents don’t take action now, all 
these situations will continue to 
get worse and out of control. By 
not speaking up, we empower 
them. Gangbangers thrive off 
fear. But, when they see that the 
masses are united, they have no 
choice but to change their ways. 

Every day we wake up with 
the hope of being able to accom¬ 
plish certain tasks, whether it be 
to obtain an education, to teach, 
to coach or to lecture. We all fall 
under certain categories or labels 
such as: students, parents, educa- 1 
tors, professors, and public ser¬ 
vants. We all have different titles 
and different roles in society, but 
together we all create a symbiotic 
relationship to reach our indepen- || 
dent goals. 

How do we reach those 
goals when we have to worry 

about bullets flying over head, Photos by Nahum Lopez 

and fights bfeaking out in the ALTERCATIONS Above: Gang members con- 
middle of campus? front a student outside'Hudnall Hall. Below: The 

We stand together. raccoon that fell from the tree. 
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tor, Ambra Phillips, with questions, comments 
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Surveying and mapping appeals to students 



Photo By Willace Johnson 


ENJOYING CLASS OUTDOORS During a surveying and mapping lab Cary Jones and Kyle Har¬ 
ris measure angles to the sun during a solar observation in Winona. 


By Andrea Masenda 

Staff Writer 

Students looking to pursue a career in Survey¬ 
ing and Mapping may find themselves on this very 
campus in order to do so. 

TJC, in partnership with University of Texas 
at Tyler, is one of only two schools in Texas to offer 
the program and has been preparing young minds 
with the tools they need to be successful in this 
field since 1955. 

“The thing I enjoy most about teaching, and 
I have taught in this program for 24 years, is help¬ 
ing a young person set goals and attain them,” said 
Surveying and Mapping professor Patty Williams. 
“A student may come in with talent but few expec¬ 
tations of having a career, and before we are fin¬ 
ished, they are focused and are ticking off the steps 
to becoming a professional land surveyor.” 

Surveying requires the combination of math, 
art and science. The job of a surveyor is to establish 
boundaries in land, air and water of all angles above 
and below the Earths surface. 

A surveyor’s job also mandates they write 
descriptions of land for different legal documents 
as well as for deeds and leases. They must also de¬ 
termine measurements for mineral sites, construc¬ 
tion and how much airspace is needed for airports. 
Information they collect is typically in regards to 
the border, location, elevation, dimension and even 
shape of the land or land features. They also re¬ 
search legal records that give them information on 
previous boundaries, which helps when it comes to 
creating new boundary lines. Some even get to dig 
wells in the middle of the ocean. Surveying exposes 
students to different surroundings, which is a very 
appealing trait to many beginning students. 


“I really like the versatility,” said Tanner 
Rudedge, freshman surveying student. “You get to 
be inside and outside, and I love being outdoors.” 

Students often do labs and get measurements 
in the front lawn of Jenkins Hall. Labs, which take 


up about one-third of the class, are usually popu¬ 
lar among students. The chance to get out of the 
classroom and into the real world is an automatic 

— see SURVEYING/wge 8 — 


TJC Lindale site sees growth 


By Jamie Regian 

Advertising Director 



Offering 12 general education classes and an 
array of nursing program courses, Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege’s satellite location in Lindale is paving the way for 
higher ^education opportunities. 

“That’s only the beginning,” said the President of 
Lindale Independent School District Board of Trust¬ 
ees General James K. “Red” Brown. 

TJC Lindale is supported by LISD, which has 
the largest dual-credit program in the East Texas area. 
Students have the opportunity to earn up to 30 hours 
of college credit before graduating from high school. 

TJC provided the equipment for the location, 
while the Lindale Economic Development Corpora¬ 
tion provided the facility. Classes began in fall 2008. 

“We have to look at not only what do we want to 
do in Lindale, but what does TJC want to do in Lin¬ 
dale in the future? What opportunities are out there 
that TJC has,” Brown said. 

Equipped with a full-time staff, TJC Lindale’s at¬ 
tendance is steadily increasing. 

“Were continuing to see growth in our enroll¬ 
ment numbers,” said Heather Stokke, site director at 
TJC Lindale. 

From fall 2008 until this spring semester, the num¬ 
ber of enrolled students has gone up from 53 to 123. 
The first semester saw a 100 percent increase. Classes 
have been added simply to meet the demand. 

“Now you’ve got a more diverse population where 
they may be working and going to school, and higher 
education has adapted to that and that’s where facili¬ 
ties such as this are so much more successful in today’s 
economy then what they may have been 20 years ago,” 
said Stokke. 

According to www.lindaletx.gov, Lindale’s popu¬ 
lation is projected to increase significantly in the near 
future and therefore clearly able to support this type of 


Photo by Jamie Regian 

TJC LINDALE 123 students are enrolled at the 
TJC Lindale site, which is a 100 .percent increase 
since fall 2008. 

infrastructure. 

“We have been scheduling like crazy,” said'Dean 
of Continuing Studies and Executive Administrator 
of TJC Lindale Dr. Aubrey Sharp. “People see us and 
think, maybe I could take something. 

Although the TJC site in Lindale is fairly new, the 
idea is quite the contrary. 

“The idea of TJC putting a campus or site in Lin¬ 
dale is as old as dirt,” Dr. Sharpe said. 

At this time, business strategists are creating mar¬ 
ket and finance outlines to hone TJC’s future objec¬ 
tives. 

“The ultimate future plan is that we’d like to have 
a permanent north campus on 1-20 in Lindale,” said 

— see LINDALE page 8 — 


TJC offering 
green classes 

By Jarah Wright 

Online Editor 

TJC is keeping up with the green trend 
by now offering more classes and certifica¬ 
tion programs. Students are being trained to 
become leaders in the green industry. 

TJC is partnering with CleanEdison, 
one of the nations leading green education 
companies, to offer an Energy Audit Train¬ 
ing Class. This class teaches students about 
building performance and energy efficiency 
' of buildings and how to improve them. At 
the end of this class, students can be certi¬ 
fied by passing an exam from the Building 
Performance Institute (BPI). There are also 
online courses that offer training in vari¬ 
ous green fields. For example, one class is 
about green building and how it applies to 
marketing and sales. It eventually leads to 
becoming a Green Building Sales Profes¬ 
sional, which employs thousands of people 
throughout the country 

“The idea of offering green classes started 
after the United States House of Representa¬ 
tives passed the American Clean Energy and 
Security Act of 2009 (ACESA) in the spring 
of last year,” said Carla Curtis, program devel¬ 
opment manager at TJC. 

According to the ACESA, millions of 
green jobs would be created, polluiton would 
be cut, and billions of dollars would be saved 
each year. 

— see GREEN page 8 — 


Planning ahead can save 
students time and money 


By Eric Magpantay 

Staff Writer 

“What do you want to do for the rest of 
your life?” 

For college students, this question brings 
moments of panic, while searching for a legiti¬ 
mate answer. Unfortunately, knowing what to 
do is the first step to answering the big question 
and how to get there next. 

Taking a variety of classes is a great way to 
get a true college experience, however, it could 
be financially crippling if not properly planned. 
Also to the new, economically minded student 
it may not be the best option. 

“A visit with an adviser is always a good 
first step for a new college student to take,” said 
Interim Dean of University Studies Shelley 
Caraway “Early registration is a smart approach 
to finding help in decision making. It allows 
time for you to discuss with your counselor your 
interests of study, and help relieve the pressure 
of confusion.” 


Another option is to complete interest 
assessments to determine strengths, Caraway 
said. 

Career assessments are tests that help ana¬ 
lyze the individual’s interests, and suggest pos¬ 
sible career choices for the applicant through a 
series of multiple-choice suggestions. 

Once a student has found interest in an 
area of study, the problem of deciding where 
to continue a course of study to complete their 
bachelor’s degree becomes the next task. At 
this point in the search, advisers are a valuable 
resource to the student. The advisers support 
decisions by sitting down with the student to 
research schools. 

“The clearer you are on where you want to 
transfer, the easier it is to avoid transfer issues,” 
said adviser Alexis Davis. 

The concern is the four-year university a 
student may want to transfer to in order to fin¬ 
ish their bachelor’s may require different classes 

— see ADVISING page 8 — 
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ADVISE AHEAD A student meets with her adviser about 
transferring to the University of North Texas in the fall of 
2010 . 


News 
In Brief 


CAMPUS 


TJC BSA 
RECOGNIZED 

Tyler Junior College’s 
Black Student Association at¬ 
tended the 22nd Southwest¬ 
ern Black Student Leadership 
Conference at Texas A&M 
University. 

Twenty-two schools were 
represented and over 650 stu¬ 
dents were in attendance. TJC’s 
own Jawoine Hawkins was the 
winner of the Oratorical Con¬ 
test after presenting a 7-9 min¬ 
ute speech. Hawkins received a 
scholarship, trophy and also the 
honor of introducing the key¬ 
note speaker who happened to 
be CNN’s Roland Martin. TJC 
was the only school to receive 
two awards. 


LOCAL 


2010 GREAT 

DISCUSSIONS 

CALENDAR 

At noon on Feb. 10 the 
first meeting of eight Great 
Decision Discussions will 
begin. The discussions will 
continue each Wednesday 
through April 7 at the Tyler 
Public Library. Great Deci¬ 
sions was formed to broaden 
participation and understand¬ 
ing of global affairs. Partici¬ 
pation is open to the public. 

COUNTY 

REVENUE 

An online auction pro¬ 
gram is creating revenue for 
Smith County. By transform¬ 
ing surplus county equip¬ 
ment into auction treasure the 
county has generated more 
than $91,000 sine July 2008. 
The funds from items sold at 
the auctions are used to maxi¬ 
mize county space. The auc¬ 
tions are open to public and 
advertised through regular 
Commissioner Court meet¬ 
ings and newspaper notices. 

ASL STORY 
TIME 

TJC’s Sign Language In¬ 
terpreter Training Program is 
offering story time at Barnes 
and Nobles in Tyler on Sat¬ 
urdays at 11 a.m. Stories are 
voiced and signed so everyone 
is welcome. Deaf children and 
/or children learning sign lan¬ 
guage are especially encour¬ 
aged to attend. 


NATIONAL 


YALE 

HOMICIDE 

The Yale lab worker ac¬ 
cused in the slaying of An¬ 
nie Le could be convicted of 
murder even if he didn’t mean 
for her to die,, under a new 
charge. 

The worker, Raymond 
J. Clark III, already had been 
charged with intentional mur¬ 
der in the Sept. 8 death of Le, 
a Yale doctoral student found 
five days later hidden behind 
a wall on what was to be her 
wedding day on Long Island, 
N.Y. 

The new charge -felony 
murder- calls for a conviction 
if someone dies while certain 
felonies are being committed, 
such as rape and violent as¬ 
sault -even if the person did 
not intend for the victim to 
die. 

Clark, 25, pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. The case 
is due back in court March 3. 
He is being held on $3 million 
bond. 

Courtesy of MCT 
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Contact The Apache Pow Wow Student Life 
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Fights, thefts disrupt dorm living 

By Jamisha Daniels I r ~~ 

Staff Writer gd| . ____— 
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ORNELAS RESIDENTAL HALL: There have been numerous fights and thefts re¬ 
ported at dorms across the campus. Campus Safety encourages students to 
report what they have witnessed. 


The number of thefts and fights in 
the dorms recently at Tyler Junior College 
has some students concerned about living 
the on-campus experience. 

“Our dorms are a nice and comfort¬ 
able environment,” said the Residential 
Director of Holley Hall, Michael Geor- 
gen. 

Although the dorms are a “nice and 
comfortable environment” for the student 
to reside, there appears to be a down side 
to on-campus living. In the past month, 
there have been several crimes and dis¬ 
turbances in the dorms. There where two 
fights in two different dorms that hap¬ 
pened on a single day. 

On Jan. 11, Rashad Batiste, a former 
Ornelas resident, was in an altercation in¬ 
side the Ornelas Dorms in which he said 
four or five off-campus students attacked 
him. 

As a result, Rashad is no longer able 
to enter any of the dorms until his case is 
resolved by TJC. 

“I am one of the people Campus 
Safety look at to start trouble, and I was 
the victim,” said Batiste, 20, a sophomore. 

Campus Safety Officer Travis New¬ 
ton said when he gets the call, he treats 
everyone with the same respect. 

“In my eyes, everyone is innocent un¬ 
til proven guilty. I just get frustrated when 
students see the altercation and don’t tell 
me what happened,” said Newton. “I’m 
not here to hurt you. I’m here to help 

n 

you. 

Campus Safety knows that fights 
and thefts are happening and they come 


when they are called, but the lack of stu¬ 
dent cooperation makes it difficult to fix 
the underlying problems. Campus Safety 
officers think it is best for the witnesses to 
tell what they saw and exactly what hap¬ 
pened so the officers can resolve the prob¬ 
lem as soon as possible. 

But fighting is not the only problem 
on campus. In the dorms there have also 
been a number of thefts from students’ 
rooms. There have been at least 10 thefts 
reported during January alone. 

“I would have to say the top two 
things stolen in the dorms are TVs and 
phones,” said Carleisha Wilson, resident 
adviser and sophomore. 


Whenever something is stolen, the 
resident advisers tell the students not 
to touch anything and wait for Campus 
Safety to arrive so they can get finger¬ 
prints. 

To prevent being a victim of theft, 
residents are encouraged to keep all of 
their belongings locked away, and if 
purchasing new or valuable things to be 
discreet with them and not let people 
know. 

“In order for me to help you, you 
have to help me/’ said Newton. 

To contact Campus Safety about 
any thefts or fights please call (903) 510- 
2222 . 


Students juggle 
school and work 

By Cameron Frowick 

Staff Writer 

When it comes to having a full college schedule, stu¬ 
dents often struggle to accomplish every aspect of each 
course. When it comes to having a full college schedule and a 
full work schedule, it’s a whole different ball game. 

When students have a job, whether it’s on or off campus, 
students have a lot on their minds. 

“Working two outside jobs and taking 12 hours at TJC 
is pretty stressful at times. I work for Hubbard’s Express Air 
Freight Co. and Clipper’s Lawn Service and during the busy 
seasons I put in around 60 hours a week with some nights 
getting home as late as midnight,” Corey Smith, TJC stu¬ 
dent, said. “One thing that has helped me juggle school and 
work is planning ahead. Before signing up for classes I knew 
my work schedule, so I signed up for morning classes so I 
could work in the afternoon and still have some free time.” 

Some students may find it convenient that TJC offers 
jobs on campus. 

TJC hires students as student assistants and office part- 
time workers. Student assistants can get up to 18 hours a 
week as opposed to office part-time workers who can get up 
to 20 hours a week. 

Students have a handfull of tasks that have to be done 
such as filling out an application, and partaking in an inter¬ 
view in applying for a job at TJC. 

Austin Whitherspoon, a sophomore at TJC, has been an 
assistant for more than a semester. 

“Some of the basic requirements I had to have to be a 
student assistant was to be a student at Tyler Junior College 
and to be knowledgeable of the campus,” he said. 

“It is convenient having a job on campus that co-exists 
with my class schedule. TJC staff works with me on sched¬ 
uling making it easier for me to work and have a full class 

— see JUGGLE page 5 — 


Apache Belles prove that they do more than just dance 


By Cheyenne Robinson 

Staff Writer, 

High-kicks, leaps and turns are not all there is 
to the TJC Apache Belles. They may be known for 
their precision in dance, but they are also known 
as “good will ambassadors,” said Director of the 
Apache Belles Ruth Flynn. 

Most assume the Belles are an organization 
for only TJC performances and shows; however, 
many do not realize that they are also an organiza¬ 
tion of good deeds and charity. 

“As a classified non-profit organization, aside 
from halftime performances and spring show, the 
main things that we do are appearances for. other 
non-profit and charitable organizations across the 
state of Texas,” said Apache Belle Administrative 
Director and Apache Belle Gold President Jasilyn 
Schaefer. 

Not only does each team member put in long 
hours of practice for every performance, but they 
are also required to have a full load of classes with 
12 hours, and must maintain a 2.0 GPA. 

Many students do not know “the sacrifice they 
put forth for TJC and the love they have for not 
only the team but the college they represent,” said 
Schaefer. This includes representing TJC and its 
commitment to community service. 

The fist goes on from appearances to perfor¬ 
mances all over Texas, such as the Association for 
Retarded Citizens Boo Ball on Oct. 30, 2009 and 
Senior Citizens Day at East Texas State Fair on 
Sept. 24,2009. 

“It’s a tradition for us to do stuff like that, and 
it’s a great experience performing for the senior 
citizens at the East Texas State Fair, and they really 
do appreciate us as the Apache Belles, and it’s re¬ 
ally great because the senior citizens of Tyler know 
about our organization and really respect us,” said 
Freshman Belle Hope Harrell. 

“It’s a great experience to give back to the 
community because they do so much for us and es¬ 
pecially that age group because they know so much 
about us and our traditions,” said Harrell. 


The Belles made another appearance on Dec. 
8,2009 for the Children’s Advocacy Center. 

“We brought a bunch of coloring books and 
different sorts of items and things to donate for 
each family. We spent time with the children and 
their families and had a really good time with them 
passing out gifts with Santa Claus,” said Harrell. 

“It was a. cool and amazing experience doing 
this for these families. It really made me feel very 
grateful and was great to give back to the commu¬ 
nity of Tyler as an Apache Belle.” 

In fall 2009, the team made 10 appearances 
and performances for non-profit and charitable or¬ 
ganizations. 

“We try to make an effort for anyone who calls 
us for performances or appearances,” said Flynn. 

The office phone line is ringing off the hook 
constantly to book the Apache Belles for appear¬ 
ances, shows and performances. The directors and 
team make an effort to go out and make as many 
performances and appearances possible, which can 
be very time consuming but well worth the experi¬ 
ence. 

“All the practicing and hard work that we put 
in for our performances really pays off in the end 
because we are the internationally famous Apache 
Belles, and we get a lot of crowd and community 
support,” said Harrell. 

According to Flynn, since the beginning in 
1947, the Apache Belles have always been good 
will ambassadors. 

“It’s a part of what we do is entertain but in 
the same sense we help out any way we can” said 
Flynn. 

The Apache Belles will continue their title as 
“good will ambassadors” on Feb. 6 with their an¬ 
nual Belle Babes winter workshop and basketball 
halftime performance. The workshop is for chil¬ 
dren from 4 to 12 years of age. The registration was 
on Feb. 1. Walk-in registration is available, how¬ 
ever, the uniforms for the children are first-come 
first-serve. 

To learn more about Belle Babes visit www. 
apachebelles. com/belle_babes. 



Robinson 



APACHE BELLE 
PRACTICE: Apache 
Belles show off 
their skills while 
practicing for the 
2010 Spring Show. 
Pictured left to right 
above are: Emily 
Cardona, Hope Har¬ 
rell, Melody Woo¬ 
dard, and Brittney 
Buchanan. 

Below: 1st row: 
Courtney Freeman 
and Jessica Hamp¬ 
ton. 

2nd row: (blue Shirt) 
Macy Crim. 


Belles, band hopeful for new facility after years of crowding 


By Audrinee’ Anderson 

Student Life Editor 

Since 1988, the Ornelas Health and Physical Education 
Center has been a place the Apache Belles and the Apache Band 
have called home, but now a change is about to come. 

In 2011, Tyler Junior College will break ground on a new 
building for the Apache Belles and Band. 

Most people believe this project would be one of the best 
gifts that both organizations could receive. 

“The new facility would be great because it would be useful 
to a lot of people, attract a lot of students who support the col¬ 
lege and also it would bring a nicer look and feel,” said Jasilyn 
Schaefer, assistant president of Apache Belle Gold. 

Over the past couple of years, the two organizations have 
had changes that have made it difficult for some to function in a 
small area, such as a bigger staff, more secretaries, more band and 
belle members, and more prop equipment. 

“There is no space to function anywhere, store costumes and 
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uniforms, or adequate rehearsal rooms,” said Schaefer. 

Five years ago some school officials including Fred Carson, 
Bob Peters, Cheryl Rogers, ahd Band Director Thomas Mensch 
came up with the idea to construct a new building specifically for 
the Apache Belles and Band. 

“The board of trustees came and toured and it was made ap¬ 
parent that the Belles and band needed a new building,” Schaefer 
said. 

Although some might think that this idea was easy to come 
by, the directors of both organizations and other school officials 
had to work to get this project off the ground. 

“We had to have meetings, submit data visuals, and ideas 
about this project,” said Ruth Flynn, director/choreographer of 
the Apache Belles. 

Throughout planning for this project, a lot of people had to 
push to achieve thtfgoal of getting new accommodations for the 
Apache Belles and Band. 

“The new building will definitely expand opportunities of 
having every Apache Belle at practice at one time,” said Kel- 



cee Guyton, freshman Apache Belle. “Without a bigger practice 
area, we can’t do our routine full out and it’s hard to achieve our 
performance without enough space to practice.” 

One main reason the two organizations are in need of a new 
building is that there is not enough room to accommodate all the 
students that participate in the programs. 

“To date, the band program now has an enrollment of over 
190 students, including 50 music majors,” said Mensch. 

When the OHPE center was built, the band hall of 2,610 
square feet was designed for a band program of *1 5 and a march¬ 
ing band with hardly any storage room for the band and Belles. 

As of today there are 10 different performing ensembles 
other than the marching band and 53 Belles that utilize the band 
hall. 

“Marching band has no rehearsal place, instructors have no 
teaching place, and also hearing damage can affect the instrutors 
and even the students,” said Mensch. 


— see NEW FACILITY page 5 — 
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‘CRISS CROSS: Cars are seen stopping at the new stop signs on Palmer Street. 

Officials hope stop signs 
help prevent accidents 


By Amanda Caldwell 

Photo Editor 

Car crashes and accidents have always been 
a part of rushing to class at TJC, but new signs 
may change that. 

There is a new all-way stop in front of 
the Ornelas Residential Hall and the practice 
field, along with a no left turn sign to prevent 
accidents between students turning onto Fifth 
Street from Baxter Street. 

“Were trying to do anything we can to 
prevent collisions. WeVe been looking for ways 
to make students safe,” said Fred Peters, director 
of Marketing and Public Information. 

The decision to put up the new signs was 
due in part to having more students than ever 
on campus. Although, it has always been an is¬ 
sue just to make it across the street safely. TJC 
has worked with the City of Tyler to add the 
traffic signs on Palmer Street and the no left 
turns on Fifth Street and Baxter Street over the 
holidays. 

“There are too many collisions on Fifth 
Street, and tickets are getting too expensive for 
students to pay for,” said Peters. 

With these new changes there is a hope 
to slow traffic down north and south on Baxter 
Street and Palmer Street and prevent collisions 
with no left turns on Fifth Street. 

Although the traffic devices are fairly new, 
there is certainly .a difference. Even with the 
. complaints good or bad; people definitely no¬ 
tice them. 

In case a traffic violation was to happen, 


the city is allowed to write citations. There have 
already been a handful written along with com¬ 
plaints. For running a stop sign, tickets can cost 
from $300-1500. 

“Reducing accidents and making it all a 
right turn is safer than crossing multiple lanes 
of dangerous traffic,” said Don Martin, Tyler 
Police Department public information officer. 

In 2009, there was an estimated five acci¬ 
dents on Fifth Street and Baxter alone, although 
none were reported to have injuries, according 
to Tyler Police Department. 

Students such as Adrienne Giles first 
noticed the new traffic signs the first week of 
school. 

“It s a good idea. I always said they need an 
all-way stop, because it s very unsafe for driv¬ 
ers and pedestrians,” said Giles, a sophomore at 
TJC. 

Although Giles has yet to run a stop sign, 
she admits that they are easy to forget about. 
She also believes that safety is important for 
everybody. 

In the near future, TJC is planning to team 
up with The Douglas Group, which helps col¬ 
leges, cities and businesses route traffic and plan 
for it in a responsible manner. 

TJC is looking to add a signal on the 
streets, such as lit up crosswalks that alerts mo¬ 
torists when pedestrians are ready to cross. 

They also hope to work with the City of 
Tyler to get this task done and assist in fund¬ 
ing. The new crosswalk will be added at Baxter 
Street and Palmer Street, and is still waiting for 
a cost estimate. 



Photo by Amanda Caldwell 

STUDENT WORKER Bailey Blanck is working at her desk as student assistant in the Dean 
of University Studies' office. 
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schedule. Most of the time I achieve the full 
20 hours that are allotted,” Whitherspoon 
said. 

Students can go to a school counselor to 
get ideas on how to juggle a job and a school 
schedule. 

“Creating a schedule is an effective way 
of taking on the task of having a job and go¬ 
ing to school as well as allowing time for 


sleep, free time, breaks, and having time for 
family,” Counselor Margaret Rapp said. 

“When hiring students for Tyler Junior 
College, I look to see if a particular student 
has at least a 2.0 GPA, if the student is okay 
for work study, the students flexibility, and 
also what that students’ can do for their work 
program,” Becky Branch, staff member han¬ 
dling student activities at TJC said. 


NEW FACILITY 


■ continuedfrontpage 4 - 


A new building might be mandatory for 
the organizations because the loss of space 
could lead to more problems. 

“Inadequate space makes it extremely dif¬ 
ficult to accomplish and educate some students 
on what they need to know for their majors and 
achieve for their degree plans,” said Mensch 
The funding to build a new building for 
the Apache Belles and Band as of now is com¬ 
ing from alumni and donors. 

“Even though there is no set price for the 


new building, it will probably be built on Palm- 
’ er Street, right across from the OHPE Center,” 
said Kim Russell, vice president, Advancement 
and External Affairs. 

In spite of there not being a blueprint of 
how the facility will look, directors of the pro¬ 
grams have come to a clear conclusion of what 
should be included. 

“Our wishes for the new faculty would be 
a wonderful dance studio, props and costume 
storage, and more offices,” said Flynn. 
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Contact The Apache Pow Wow Sports Edi¬ 
tor Brad Thompson with questions, comments 
or concerns at bthomp42@email.tjc.edu. 


Hamilton speaks on life experiences at Tyler church 


By Brad Thompson 

Sports Editor 

One of the best known names in baseball was in Tyler re- 
cendy to speak about his life and the troubles he has 1 overcome. 
Josh Hamilton, who plays left field for the Texas Rangers, came 
to tell his story at Rose Heights Church on Jan. 31. 

Hamilton started his career straight out of high school be¬ 
ing the first overall pick in the 1999 draft by the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays. His career with Tampa didn’t last long because he 
suffered a back injury in 2001 and was placed on the disabled list. 
During that time, he had a lot of money and nothing to do. So, 
he became involved with a group of people at a local tattoo parlor 
in Florida. He began to experiment with drugs and alcohol for 
the first time, and also began getting tattoos. 

“One night I went out with the guys and I had my first 
drink of alcohol and took my first drug in the same night,” said 
Hamilton. 

Hamilton got so caught up in the drugs and alcohol that he 
ended up spending $100,000 on drugs. 

“My priorities had changed. I was putting drugs and alcohol 
before everything else,” said Hamilton. 

Because of his addiction, in 2003 Hamilton was dismissed 
from the MLB until he could show signs of recovery after failing 
many drug tests. From 2004-2006 Hamilton did not play base¬ 
ball at all. He made several attempts at rehab but kept coming 
back to drugs and alcohol and was having trouble with his mar¬ 
riage to wife; Katie. Hamilton ended up being confronted by his 
grandmother (Mary Holt) about his abuse after he showed up at 
her house needing a place to live. 

“She had told me things that my parents and everyone that 
loves me had told me before,” said Hamilton. “She said you’re 



Photo by Brad Thompson 

SPEAKING OUT Texas Rangers outfielder Josh Hamilton 
speaks about his life struggles at The Rose Heights Church 
on Jan. 31. 


killing yourself. You’re killing us by making us worry. You’re a 
better person than this, and you can do great things. 

Hamilton then , swore to his grandmother that he would 

quit. 

“After hearing it from her, God just really cleared my head 


and opened up my heart to really hear those things and see the 
pain that I was causing her and people around me.. And that 
was the realization that I needed to change and do something 
different and that’s when I re-comitted my. life to Christ,” said 
Hamilton. 

Hamilton ended up announcing that he was clean and af¬ 
ter just eight months from his last drink and dose of drugs, The 
MLB was so impressed that they invited him to return to the 
game. Tampa Bay put him through the waivers by allowing any¬ 
one to claim him for $20,000. In 2006, Hamilton ended up be¬ 
ing snapped up by the Chicago Cubs in the Rule 5 Draft, who 
prearranged a deal with the Cincinnati Reds allowing them to 
recruit him. Hamilton’s season with the Reds was cut short with 
a wrist injury. 

In 2007, Hamilton was then traded to the Texas Rang¬ 
ers and was having a great season. He was batting .330 with 6 
homeruns and 32 RBI’s after just one month, which happened to 
be his major league best. During the 2008 All-Star break Hamil¬ 
ton surprised.fans at Yankee Stadium with a remarkable 28 home 
runs in the opening round of the Home Run Derby. 

“I was a nervous wreck for him that whole day. I was pray¬ 
ing, God, just let him get one home run,” said Katie. 

Hamilton finished with 35 home runs, which was the sec¬ 
ond most all-time in derby history. 

“I had to give that whole performance to God, I couldn’t 
have done it without him and I was glad to be able to share 
Christ with everybody at Yankee Stadium,” said Hamilton. 

As things-started to look good for Hamilton in early 2009, 
he confirmed he suffered a relapse. Photos of him drinking in a 
bar with several women were posted on the Internet. 

— see HAMILTON page 9 — 


Mens team ready for season sequel 



Photo by Brad Thompson 


SHOOTING HOOPS Labree Sledge shoots from far out while playing against 
Lamar State College on Jan. 27. 


BASKETBALL 


By Brad Thompson 

Sports Editor 

As the spring semester begins, the 
second half of Tyler Junior College Men’s 
Basketball teams season kicks into high 
gear. 

The men started the semester with 
a winning record of 10 wins and 4 losses, 
and continue to improve with standing at 
13 wins and 6 losses. 

“I’m proud of the guys. They started 
off great, and they came back from the 
Christmas break and continue to work 
hard at what they do,” said Head Coach 
Mike Marquis. 

Coming back from the break, the 
team pulled a major upset against San Ja¬ 
cinto College-Central, who is the num¬ 
ber five team in the country. 

“This was big for the team. It showed 
that no matter who we play that we’ll go 
out there and give it our all until the game 
is over,” said sophomore forward Kyle 
Ford. 

The team beat San Jacinto 91 to 77 
improving their record to 11 wins and 4 
losses. 

“The win against San Jacinto was 
great for the team, but we must not let 
it go to our head. We are still going to 
continue to work as hard as we did before 
so that we can finish the season knowing 


whatever our outcome is that we gave it 
our best,” said Marquis. 

Starting February, the team will play 
against rivals like Blinn College and Trin¬ 
ity Valley Community College. 

“I love playing against rivals because 
it’s always a fun game and both teams are 
going to work harder to try to come out 
with the win,” said sophomore guard La¬ 
bree Sledge. 

Sledge is starting with the team for 


his second year and has proved himself to 
be a great player. 

With half the season gone, Marquis 
and the team are looking like they are 
one of the best teams in the conference. 

“We’ve come a long way in the sea¬ 
son and still have a long way to go until 
we finish,” said Marquis. J 

The team still has to finish the regu¬ 
lar season out, to have a chance for the 
playoffs. 


Future of womens’ 
softball team still 
being questioned 

By Erica Smith 

Staff Writer 

Tyler Junior College participates in many sports that are 
available in the district except for women’s softball, and as of 
spring 2010, no other plans have been made to bring that sport 

toTJC. 

The decision was made to develop a women’s soccer team 
instead because all of the facilities were already builk Pat Hartley 
Field was built with the full intentions of there being a women’s 
team as well as a men’s soccer team. 

. “I still get calls about womens softball the most,” Direc¬ 
tor of Intercollegiate Athletics Dr. Tim Drain said. “Between 
softball and men’s track and field, those are the sports people are 
most concerned with.” 

The biggest issue for starting a softball team, or any new- 
sport, is the amount of space or land needed and the budget. . 

“With women’s soccer, it was easy since we already had all 
the space we needed and I could model that program after, the 
men’s team,” Dr. Drain said. 

Having a women’s softball team would require a com¬ 
pletely new field, locker rooms, coaches’ offices, coaches, players, 
and possibly a scholarship fund depending on the division they 
would be competing in. 

“At the junior college level,, schools can choose what level 
they wish to compete at, Dl, D2, or D3. D1 gives full scholar¬ 
ships, D2 gives partial and D3 gives no scholarships. 

— see SOFTBALL page 9 — 





Coaches encourage players to excel in the classroom 


TENNIS 


By Chris Davila 

Staff Writer 

The success of the Apache tennis program 
is well known by opponents, hopeful recruits, 
and anyone else familiar with Tyler in general. 
But what most outside the program aren’t fa¬ 
miliar with is the success the players have in the 
classroom. 

Although there are several factors that 
contribute to the players’ achievements, there 
is one common attribute that all the player’s 
share-a great mind. 

“We’ve got great kids,” Head Coach John 
Peterson said. “Typically our players do well 


when it comes to grades. Our team GPA is usu¬ 
ally around 3.5.” 

It appears that Peterson has gotten through 
to his players about the importance of making 
good grades as he went on to say that 95 percent 
of his players go on to graduate from TJC and 
from a four-year university. 

Peterson points to the players as the rea¬ 
son for the success of the program. And even 
though his rosters are filled with foreign-born 
players, he and his coaching staff don’t scour 
the globe looking for talented recruits, as most 
would expect. 

“We get a lot of support from the town 
and with our reputation and our facilities, it 
isn’t hard to convince players to come here,” Pe¬ 
terson said. “I haven’t had to recruit a (foreign) 


player in a long time. They recruit us.” 

With, many available players on the men’s 
and women’s roster, the ability and talent of each 
player isn’t the only determining factor when it 
comes to who plays and who doesn’t. 

Players know they must keep their grades 
up or risk the possibility of another player fill¬ 
ing their spot. 

“Coach usually puts a lot of pressure on 
us to have good grades and keep our- GPA up,” 
freshman Colby Meeks said. “The tutors are 
helpful.” 

As the spring season begins, so does indi¬ 
vidual play with a number of matches on the 
road. The players will again be faced with the 
task of attempting to stay on top of their game 
as well as on top of their studies. 


“It, can get pretty tough if you don’t keep 
up with your work,” Meeks said. 

In order to relieve some of the stress that 
can occur, the players make sure to stay close 
with their prpfessors. 

“We talk to our teachers and ask about test 
dates before we go on the road and play,” Ger¬ 
man sophomore John DeVosa said. “We try to 
complete everything, manage our work and stay 
in close contact with our teachers.” 

But if one of the players does get behind 
and is having trouble, they don’t have to go far 
for help. 

“If one of us is struggling, like us foreign¬ 
ers, we can usually just go to one of the other 

— see TENNIS page 9 — 
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SPEAK 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow Verve Editor 
Jasmine Hampton with questions, comments 
or concerns at jhamp22@emaN.tjc.edu. 
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Student musicians search for venues 



Photo by Justin Barber 


HOMETOWN TALENT From left: Tristan Smith, Brandon McFarlin, Jake Germany, Mat¬ 
thew Butler, Joe Weems and Jed Riley McNeill make up the local band Numerals. They 
are currently on tour and will be preforming during the Cornerstone Festival this summer. 


By Logan Thompson One group_of student-musicians.attempt- 

_ Staff Writer ing to make a name for itself is located direcdy 

in the music department andTJC band, most of 
The room is packed, with many kids stand- whom play either classical or jazz music, 
ing on chairs to get a better view. They have “Its harder for classical and jazz musicians 

come for one purpose ...to hear music, some- to find gigs in Tyler,” Baham isaid. “Never the 
thing that many young adults have a passion for. less, there are exceptions who have found niches 

Most of them have musical aspirations them- because of their talent and drive. Classical gui- 
selves, and seeing someone else on stage playing tarist Tony Borkman has used his talent to play 
awakens a particular look in their eyes. . weddings, restaurants, and high paying casino 
Tyler is a growing city, and this includes gigs in Shreveport.” 
the developing music scene populated by youth, Many students believe that they could 

including many TJC students. Whether for make it big if only given the opportunity, 
money-or for artistic growth ? students are hun- “I think I can make a career out of play- 

gry to find venues and places to be heard. ing classical guitar. I get paid well enough by 

“East Texas is a difficult place to find gigs, the casinos.. .Shreveport is a good place for jazz 

and most musicians want to move to a bigger and classical musicians,” said Borkman. 
city,” student-musician Caden Crawford said. Obviously, it takes a certain amount of tal- 

Numerals, a band of six including two ent to get gigs in far-reaching places such as 

current TJC students and two former TJC stu- Shreveport casinos and to make enough money 

dents, recently finished a small tour that led to possibly build a career out of playing gigs, 

them southwards to Austin, and then into Ar- but as much as talent is important, what may 

kansas and Missouri. Numerals did it without be more important is work ethic. Band teacher 

expecting a solid fan base, considering they are Tom Mensch was very clear that its not some- 

a new band that has only played a few shows in • thing that comes to you, you have to work for it 
its hometown. like anything else, especially when playing clas- 

“In Arkansas, we played to a completely sicalorjazz 
empty floor,” said singer Matt Butler. “But we “With a band instrument, you have to pay 

made fans there who didn’t know us beforehand, your dues,” Mensch said. “There is not a major 
and we made our money back selling merch. In market for my genre of music in Tyler.. .if you 
the end it was completely worth the trip.” want to make a career out of it, you have to get 

Numerals plays rock music that is made to out of here and work hard, and that includes 

fill up a room and be played lpud, but Tyler’s playing every day. If you, want to make an in- 
main attraction is what music professor. Kerry come you have to work like its your job.” 
Baham calls “the coffee-shop crowd.” Tyler may not be a place for musicians to 

For instance, Java Jams, a venue inside find a solid career, but it is a place to get started 

the Brookshires on Shiloh and Broadway, pays and a place where musicians can find avenues 

$100 to acoustic players. Musicians get booked for their art. The people who do find both mon- 

there by showing demos to the Java Jam’s owner, ey and fans, in Tyler should be an inspiration to 

Crawford, who has played at Java Jams, said it every one who is aspiring to play music in front 

can help someone get gigs if they have a “pro- of a crowd, 
fessionally recorded demo.” 


TJC students work 
together to bring a 

100% chance of rain 

* 

By Tyenicia Evans 

Staff Writer 

The Tyler Junior College theatre, music and dance depart¬ 
ments are bringing rain to the stage in their next production 
“Singin in the Rain.” 

With more than 40 cast members, a few challenges and de¬ 
termination, they expect good results. 

“It’s going to rain!” said Rebecca Faulds, director. 

The mind-boggling question as to how the theatre depart¬ 
ment is going to make the impossible possible is in the hands 
of Denise Weatherly-Greene. It will be TJC’s first inside down¬ 
pour. 

TJC has staged large productions in the past, including 
“The Nutcracker,” “Peter Pan” and “Beauty and the Beast.” Each 
spring the theatre, music, and dance departments come together 
for a large production. 

“It is a challenge bringing tap dancing, singing, and acting 
together,” said Andrea Trent, music director. 

This semester the cast and crew are wasting no time as they 
used Martin Luther King Day, which most students observe as 
vacation time, as an opportunity to rehearse. 

They rehearse every day from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and sometimes 
even later into the evening in Wise Auditorium after classes have 
let out'and most have gone home for the day. 

The performances open Feb. 24 through Feb. 27 in Wise 
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 

“As you can see, musicals aren’t the easiest but they are a lot 
of fun,” said Corey Finzel, TJC sophomore playing Don Lock- 
wood. 

The cast member’s attitude and willingness to learn brings 
positive feelings to the entire cast about ending results. With 
several inexperienced tap dancers in this production, the cast 
members are really putting their best foot forward. Many would 
see this as intimidating but they look to Debbie Reynolds, the 
original Kathy Selden for their inspiration. She too was also a 
first-time tap dancer. 

The Box Office hours are weekdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Call (903) 510-2212 for reservations and questions. The Box Of¬ 
fice opens one week prior to the opening date. 


Sunshine Records 


Hobby turns into more for local vinyl collector 


By Jasmine Hampton 

Verve Editor 

Records are making a comeback in the new year to a 
new generation as Sunshine Records opened its doors. 

As one of two stores in Tyler that buys, sells and trades 
old vinyl records, Sunshine Records managed to bring back 
the look and feel of the typical 70’s record shop. 

“As a kid, I loved the vibe you got from walking into a 
record parlor and seeing wall to wall racks of records, post¬ 
ers plastered on the walls everyone from the Rolling Stones 
to Prince,” Don Gray, Sunshine Records owner, said. “I just 
knew I wanted to capture that feel and essence for when 
people walked in they see what I saw.” 

The store provides customers with a diverse collection 
of 45’s, 78’s and albums in rock, soul, blues, old school hip- 
hop, to punk, country, and even the Beatles. 

“SR has a little bit of everything, it just depends on 
what in particular you are looking for and how much time 
you have to look for it,” Gray said. 

Prices range from $3 to $10 depending on the rarity 
and popularity of some of the records. 

“Vinyls should be affordable for as long as they have 
been around, so I sell them at reasonable prices even though 
some can be resold online for quite a penny more,” Gray 
said. “But some come at a greater price and some are price¬ 
less because it would take a lot for me to part with my ‘No¬ 
torious B.I.G. Ready to Die’ album.” 

Sunshine Records started on a whim. 

“I have collected tons over the years from yard sales 
to people just giving me old records. It got so bad to where 
storage became a problem,” Gray said". “I remember passing 
by SR’s current location and thinking what a cool spot for 
a shop. It’s right on a busy corner. Then one day I drove by 
and a ‘for rent’ sign was up so I made a u-turn in the middle 
of the road and bought it on the spot.”. 

SR’s inventory grew from a past time and hobby of col¬ 
lecting records. 

“When I wasn’t working, I was hunting for new records. 
I never imagined running a business selling them, especially 
now. It was my passion not a business plan,” Gray said. 

Gray has turned that passion for collecting vinyls into 

— see RECORD S/wg? 11 — 



Photos by Jasmine Hampton 


CORNER RECORDS Above: Sunshine Records is located 
on the corner of 601 S. Glenwood. Below: Display of SR 
vinyl collection. 


TJC Professor receives PlayFest 
Award for ‘Moonlight Serenade’ 


“Moonlight Serenade,” a new play by Ty¬ 
ler Junior College theater professor Dr. David 
W. Crawford, earned the PlayFest Award at the 
Texas Educational Theatre Association’s annual 
convention last month in Dallas. 

The play had its world premiere at TJC on 
Nov. 18, 2009, and for the TETA convention 
the original cast members reprised their roles. 

Crawford has described “Moonlight Ser¬ 
enade” as “familial warfare.” 

Written over the span of three years, the 


play centers on the homecomings after World 
War II. 

“So many of the young men and women 
left for war as teenagers but came home battle- 
wdrn veterans,” Crawford said. 

The play shows how they left as children 
but came home adults to parents anxious to for¬ 
get the war years and pick up and Carry on with 
their children’s lives. > 

“People who weren’t children anymore. 
Thus the stories conflict,” Crawford said. 



Courtesy Photo 


AWARD IN HAND Dr. David Crawford (center) along with cast members accepts the 
TETA TheatreFest Award for his play ‘Moonlight Serenade.’ 
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SURVEYING 


continued from page 3 




Photo By Willace Johnson 


MAPS AWAY! A student is pictured practicing during a survey and mapping lab. The sur¬ 
veying and mapping program is a two-year curriculum that students and professors alike 
find enjoyable. 


ACCIDENT 

_ continued from page 1 _ 

my way back home to Jacksonville,” said said Martin. 

Reyes. When vehicle accidents occur, Texas law 

Reyes reported the incident the next requires the driver involved in the accident to 
day. follow a specific procedure immediately after 

“I understand it was an accident; but, I the incident. This involves damage to proper- 
don’t understand why people leave without giv- ty, injuries to others, or death. Texas traffic law 

ing an explanation when it was not even ex- requires any driver to stop after the accident 

pensive to fix,” Reyes said. and exchange contact information including 

Last semester, TJC student Ricky Jack- identification, plate number, and any other 
sons car was hit by a woman who identified information that helps to contact any other 
herself as Britney. The suspect fled the scene driver involved in the incident, 
after she got out of the car just to look at the When a stationary vehicle or property is 

damage on her car. He reported the incident damaged, it is the responsibility of the driver 
later. causing the damage to do anything necessary 

“An accident could happen to anyone; to identify the damaged property owner, 
but, if you leave without leaving the proper “When an accident occurs on college 

information to the people affected, the conse- property, the Campus Police Department 
quences are going to be bad,” said Martin. needs information to start an investigation; 

People do not understand that reporting however, in situations involving ‘hit and run 
an accident can even be cheaper than leaving accidents they use other alternatives to pro- 
and pretending nothing happened. Accord- ceed just like the Tyler Police Department 
ing to Tyler Police Department, a hit and run does,” said Martin. 

suspect can be charged with a fine sometimes The Tyler Police Department Web site 

double the damage or time in jail with felony recommends reporting the accident to the lo- 
charges. cal authorities immediately after the accident 

“Sometimes the insurance pays for all so they can find witnesses while the accident 
the damages with only the police report. Its is recent. The Tyler Junior College Police De- 
that simple,” said Melchor. partment uses many avenues to fight crime 

According to statefarminsurance.com, including hit and run accidents. Cameras 
when drivers do not fulfill their duties after around campus help police officers solve some 
an accident, they can receive a traffic ticket at of the crimes. 

a minimum. “Officers did check the cameras' record- 

“Many drivers should be cautious be- ings to find evidence about' my case,” said 
cause 40 percent of young drivers do not have Reyes. 

insurance, especially when they have to pay “Students' cooperation is vital to solve 

tuition, books, and supplies,” said Melchor. crimes on campus. A witness with good in- 
According to car-accident.com, the costs formation, like plate number or vehicle de- 
of car accidents during 2006 was around $26 ’ scription, can be enough to solve a “hit and 
billion dollars in the United States. “Males run” accident,” said Martin, 
under age 25 are more likely to be involved As Martin advises, it is always better to do 

in car accidents. For this reason, the car in- the right thing and report every vehicle acci- 
surance premiums are higher for individuals dent even if there are not visible consequences, 
with these characteristics,” said Melchor. For more information, contact the Tyler 

Drivers under 24 years of age are respon- Junior College Campus Safety Department 
sible for 30 percent of the total costs. at 903-510-2258 or to become a witness call 

“People should know the right thing to Tyler-Smith County Crimestoppers 903-597- 
do if they hit a parked or unattended vehicle,” 2833. 

ADVISING 

; continued from page 3 - 

than TJC requires. In order to avoid these sort 
of foul ups, talking to the transfer institution's 
admissions desk is a good solution. 

“I recommend getting the catalog for that 
institution and following it,” said Caraway. 

Advisers will be more than happy to help 
students contact schools to get the things they 
need. 

Even though all these tools are at the stu¬ 
dent's disposal, it is solely up to the student 
to take the initiative to gather information on 
their major. 

This is information that is crucial to both 
the student’s education and wallet. Transfer 

LINDALE 

- continued from page 3 -—— 

Sharpe. “If you could give us $30 million dol- said Kim -Brody, TJC dual-credit English pro- 
lars we’d start tomorrow.” fessor at Lindale High School. 

Instead of offering more classes in the cur- • “My son, a couple years ago, we were talk- 
rent facility, the not-so-distant goal will con- ing about college... and I said, so where would 
tinue to progress if demand allows. you like to go? He said, Mom, I wish TJC had 

“So... if the demand is there... and the a campus in Lindale... because I never want to 
growth continues... I look at it as... beneficial,” leave!” Brody said. 


Quest! 

ions? Comments/ Con 

Post a comment on tjcnewspaper.com. 

icerfl 

IS/ 


students should especially be aware of their 
required classes, because often it is easy to 
misinterpret their major's requirements and 
inevitably spend more money. 

It may be hard to understand how a stu¬ 
dent might take a wrong class. 

“It's probably, because they (the student) 
think they know what courses to take already, 
when in reality they don’t,” said sophomore 
Patrick Reynaud, who is still undecided about 
his major. 

For more information about transferring, 
contact with one of TJC's advisers on the sec¬ 
ond floor of the Rogers Student Center. 


The Apache Pow Wow 


advantage most students see when looking into 
this profession. 

Incoming students complete the Survey¬ 
ing and Mapping two-year curriculum at TJC, 
then transfer to UT Tyler in order to receive 
a four-year Surveying degree. Many students, 
however, come into the program having already 
acquired a bachelor's degree; the only require¬ 
ment for these students is that they obtain 32 
credit hours in order to receive a Certificate of 
Proficiency from TJC. A student who com¬ 
pletes all four years has the ability to become a 
licensed professional land surveyor, or they can 
stop after two years and get a job working for 
one. 

Some students mistakenly think it is an 
easy program, or that it strictly is a man’s job. 
Some think that it is all about being physical 
and that most of the time is spent outdoors or 
in the field. 

“Most see a survey crew out collecting 
measurements for mapping and think Ah! 
That’s what a surveyor does.’ It is a great deal 
of fun, and it is just as hard to keep our female 
students in front of the computer as it is for us 
to keep the males there on a beautiful day in 
April or November,” said Williams. 

Another common misconception is the 
amount of math that is required. The ability to 
excel in math is a definite trait that students 
should possess. 


“You cannot be afraid of math,” Williams 

said. 

Surveying is engineering application 
mathematics, and the mathematical models 
created are used for the engineering projects.. 

Regardless of the demanding course work 
required for a degree in Surveying and Map¬ 
ping, students find it to be a very enjoyable 
employment option. Rutledge had the best of 
both worlds, because not only did he love the 
aspects of surveying, it was something that he 
had been familiar with from a young age. 

“My^ dad has a surveying company, and - 
I’ve been working for him for about five years.” 
Rutledge says. He plans to have a very long fu¬ 
ture in Surveying and Mapping Technology. 

Not only is the program enjoyable for the 
students, but the advisors also love what they 
do. 

“It’s a really neat group of students,” said 
Advisor Stephanie Rigdeon-Arriola. “They all 
know what their ending goal is, so they don’t 
waste a lot of time to achieve it.” 

The Surveying and Mapping Technol¬ 
ogy Program at Tyler Junior College is always 
opening its doors to aspiring minds. A sum¬ 
mer camp is held free of charge every year that 
enables young students to come and learn the 
ropes of the program. Meals and lodging are 
also provided with the program. This summer 
will be the 12th year in operation. 


GREEN 

-—— continued from page 3 - 

“When we realized this bill might be passed 
and create many new jobs, we started doing re¬ 
search to find the best training possible for our 
students,” Curtis said. 

Some students are taking notice of the 
new additions. 

“We have had a lot of interest in the class¬ 
es so far,” said Curtis:“But not a lot of students 
have enrolled.” 

Robert Aiken, owner of Robert Aiken 
Custom Homes, said that the Texas green 
economy is growing slower than other states. 
However, this is probably not due to lack of 
builders or training but the consumers them¬ 
selves. 

“You have to realize that going green is 
also a learning process for the consumer as 
well as the builders,” said Aiken. “There is a 
lot of information as well as misinformation 
out there and consumers want to be informed 
before investing.” 

Adding green programs into the Ameri¬ 
can economy has created differing opinions on 
the subject. However, with the green market 
still growing rapidly,TJC will continue to.offer 
these classes for the next few years. 


“We are going to watch what laws pass 
within local and national governments,” Cur¬ 
tis said. “If there is no longer a need for these 
classes, we will drop them.” < 

This trend has also grown .in the Tyler 
community. There are more than 15 businesses 
that offer green products and services. One 
of them, is Wright-Way Services, a real estate 
company that offers green alternatives such as 
solar paneling and LED lighting. According to 
Rudy Wright, owner of Wright-Way Services, 
there are many benefits to building this way. 

“Building a green structure can lower 
your operating cost and increase the indoor air 
quality,” he said. 

Now building green is also more afford¬ 
able. 

“Due to better materials and more com¬ 
petition, costs are going down,” Wright said. 

Green houses also have a better resale 
value than average homes and can get green 
mortgages. 

With this trend continuing and more 
classes being offered at TJC, the green market 
in Tyler will continue to grow. 
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HAITI 

- continued from page 1 - 

countries develop a stable health system, we were 
still able to deploy a mobilized disaster response 
team to Haiti. This team is made up of volun¬ 
teers who will address specific needs in relation 
to medical and nonmedical issues.” 

Another agency aiding Haiti in their time 
of need is the American Red Cross. 

“The main focus right now is raising money 
for the international response fund,” said Linda 
Edwards, the director of volunteer services for 
the Red Cross in Tyler. “We have currently been 
able to raise $58 million dollars for this fund. 
Sixty percent of these funds were raised online 
or via text message.” 

The Red- Cross hospital ship USNS Com¬ 
fort was scheduled to leave its home port in 
Baltimore on Jan. 23, and hoped to arrive in 
Haiti by Jan. 28. The USNS Comfort will be 
administrating medical services aboard. This 
ship is about three football fields long and about 
one football field wide with approximately 250 
hospital beds along with a medical team of 550 
staff members. This team consists of trauma sur¬ 
geons, orthopedic surgeons, eye surgeons, and 
head and neck surgeons. 

Haiti is one of the most indigent and least 
developed countries in the world, and by far 
the most impoverished country in the western 
hemisphere, where four out of five residents 


live in poverty. Haiti has suffered from political 
turmoil to health crises to major hurricanes. In 
2008, an estimated 800 Haitians died from hur¬ 
ricanes alone. 

Right now it is almost impossible to land a 
plane or even attempt to drive a car in Haiti due 
to its condition. 

“We are currently on stand-by, gathering 
as much food and materials as possible, waiting 
for some of the chaos to settle down so that our 
rescue team can go in and assist any way pos¬ 
sible,” said Andrew Jennings of the local Nation 
Guard. 

Organizations across East Texas are going 
above and beyond to help support Haiti during 
its struggles. The Black Student Association of 
Tyler Junior College just recently hosted a dance 
to help raise funds for Haiti relief. The Dance 
was held for all Tyler Junior College and Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Tyler students. TJC charged 
one dollar per person to come to this dance, and 
was able to make just under $400 dollars in a 
couple of hours. 

Any donation to the Haitian relief can be 
made through www.smithcountyredcross.org or 
www.mercyships.org You can also text message 
the word “Haiti” to 90999 and a $10 donation 
will be added to your phone bill. 


HELPING HAITI From left: Charles Williams Board Member American Red Cross Smith 
County Chapter, Tammy Prater C.E.0. American Red Cross Smith County Chapter, and 
volunteer Boyd Wall. 


Women’s basketball continues 
success on the court this season 

By Chris Jones 

Staff Writer 


HAMILTON 

-— continued from page 6 


“For 3 weeks I had stopped praying and 
spending time with God that I ended up think¬ 
ing I could have a drink and everything would 
be fine, but it didn’t work out that way,” said 
Hamilton. 

Hamilton ended up telling Katie and the 
whole Ranger organization what had hap¬ 
pened. 

“I was very shocked that this had hap¬ 
pened. I ended up going to our pastor and tell¬ 
ing him everything Josh had done and asked 
him what to do, and he said to forgive him,” 
said Katie. “I called Josh at his grandmothers 
house and said, ‘You don’t have to be sorry, you 
don’t have to apologize, you don’t even have to 
change your behavior, because you’re getting 
forgiveness from me.’” 

Ever since then their marriage has been 
much stronger and Josh has stayed away from 
drugs and alcohol. 

Since this time Hamilton has opened up 
an organization called Triple Play Ministry 


where they focus on sports ministry, different 
baseball camps and youth missions. Hamilton 
dedicates most of his time to this ministry dur¬ 
ing the off season. 

In 2008 they partnered up with a group in 
Africa where they helped save children from 
sickness. 

“We are very proud about our youth mis¬ 
sions, 1 we are going to do some stuff in Haiti 
next week,” said Katie. 

Now, Hamilton continues to impress fans 
in his career as he shows off his talents with the 
Rangers. 

“I thank God for where he has brought 
me in life. Without him I probably wouldn’t be 
here today,” said Hamilton. 

Coming into the 2010 season Hamilton 
feels strong about their team. 

“We have crazy talent this year! And I 
know that no matter what we will be better 
than we were last year,” said Hamilton. 


Women’s basketball at Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege takes pride in a winning tradition. How¬ 
ever, last year the team finished the season 
9-21 including 2-11 in conference play. 

Some may wonder how the Apache La¬ 
dies will play heading into the season and if 
they are going to continue their success. 

At this point, there’s no more wondering. 
As of Jan. 21, the Apache Ladies were carry-- 
ing a 16-4 overall record including a 5-2 re¬ 
cord in conference play. They were coming off 
two conference home wins against San Jacinto 
and Lon Morris. 

Team chemistry has seemed to be a de¬ 
ciding factor in separating this team from last 
year’s team. 

“This year there is more team chemistry 
and knowledge of the basic history of TJC 
women’s basketball,” TJC Head Coach Tre- 
nia Jones said. “It’s been fun to see the play¬ 
ers progress and it is always good to see them 
grow as people.” 

Likewise, Assistant Coach Trisha Lyons 
believes overall that team chemistry is bring¬ 
ing this team success and that communication 
and encouragement builds chemistry. 

“Communication and encouragement are 
key factors in our team’s success. If they don’t 
communicate or encourage one another, then 
they can’t work together.” Lyons said. “Team 
chemistry has improved because each player 
has a role to play and each player knows their 
exact role.” 

Sophomore guard CeMonay Newell, who 
is from Chicago, Ill., is one of the leading scor¬ 
ers on the team. She is averaging 10.4 points 
a game. Her play from the guard position and 
her ability to create her own shot off the dribble 
as well as shoot three-pointers opens things for 
other teammates, especially down low with the 
post players. 

Newell is one player that has definitely 

SOFTBALL 

- continued from page 6 - 
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PLAYING THE COURT Latika Smith 
dribbles down the court during a recent 
game. 

seen the transition this team has made from 
last season to get to where they are so far this 
season. 

“We had talent last year but we are try¬ 
ing to make it work this year and everyone is 
doing their part,” Newell said. “I really don’t-, 
feel like a leader this year but I feel like my 
role is easier than last year and more is ex¬ 
pected of me.” 

On the other hand, there is still business 
to be taken care of this season and goals to 
be reached. 

“We want to have fim, win games/and 
get to the national tournament,” Newell 
said. 

Coach Jones has strong drive and a very 
positive mindset for her players. For instance, 
“They can go as far this season as they want 
to go and as long as they give it their all, I’m 
happy.” 


So for women’s softball, there doesn’t nec¬ 
essarily have to be a scholarship fund,” Dr. 
Drain said. , 

Four-year schools such as UT-Tyler 
must choose one division for.all their sports to 
compete in. UT-Tyler is a D3 school; there¬ 
fore their athletes do not receive scholarship 
money to play. 

Setting up a schedule for the softball 
team would be the least of the problems. 

“There are already 15 other schools 
competing in softball in our conference,” Dr. 
Drain said. “Although we’d love to compete 
with them, there is just not enough space right 
now for everything we would need.” 

Getting players would also most likely 
not be an issue. When women’s soccer was 
announced as a sport in 2008, the team signed 
its first player before TJC hired new coach 
Corey Rose. Being that there are so many calls 


about softball and many people are interested, 
players would rqost likely jump at the oppor¬ 
tunity to play at TJC. 

Dr. Drain expressed many times that he 
wishes they could compete in every sport in 
the district but isn’t sure when or if that can 
happen. 

Right now at TJC, there are six men’s 
sports and five women’s sports. The men’s 
sports include, soccer, basketball, football, 
baseball, tennis and golf. The five women’s 
sports include, volleyball, basketball, soccer, 
tennis and golf. 

Adding women’s softball would even the 
sports out and since softball is one of the most 
requested, it will most likely become the next 
new sport at TJC. However, there is no strict 
timeline or projected date for when women’s 
softball will be joining the athletics program. 


TENNIS 


- continued from page 6 - 

players for help, usually one of the American 
players,” DeVosa said. 

Coach Peterson stresses good grades to 
his players because of his knowledge that in 
order for them to fulfill their dreams of one 
day playing at a NCAA Division I university, 
they must show they are capable of maintain¬ 
ing good grades while also playing tennis. 

“Keeping our GPA up is important to us 
because other schools are always looking to 
make sure we are responsible by showing we 
can do that and play tennis,” DeVosa said. 

Staying on top of their workload also 
helps some of the players perform better on 


the court. 

“If you’re doing your work and you’re get¬ 
ting everything done it helps you stay focused 
because you don’t have to worry about if you 
have to study or do homework while trying to 
play,” Ukrainian sophomore Mariya Slupska 
said. 

The men and women will both resume 
play in February ranked in the nation num¬ 
ber one and two respectively by ITATennis. 
com. But after a somewhat disappointing fall 
season, Peterson acknowledges that his teams 
won’t be handed a championship because of 
their rankings. 


Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Post a comment on tjcnewspaper.com. 
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Tim,Class of 2007 

it was the passionate instructors 

at the A&M-Commerce campus in Corsicana 

that inspired me and helped me 

succeed in my career as an elementary teacher. 
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Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 


© 2010.The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 




lifesaving services, caring for the donors who help mate if happen, and 
caring for the communities we cal home. 

in your cpmmonify, Bfetife supports local schools, charitable organizations, 
sports teams, and ntere, through fundraisers, grants, and vdunteerism. 


1827 WEST SENTRY PARKWAY 
TYLER, IX 75702 
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Submit events and activities for The Apache 
Pow Wow calendar every issue by sending an 
e-mail to tjcnews@tjc.edu. 
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Photo by Jasmine Hampton 

DISPLAYING THE KING Don Gray displays B.B. King in the middle of his shop, Sunshine 
Records. Gray has an assortment of vinyl records from classics to new age. 


RECORDS 
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profit, as he steps out from retirement to bring 
back the sound of current music on dated discs 
to a generation for whom portability of music 
is everything. 

“Records, most people in my generation 
don’t remember anything before cassettes. We 
prefer music that can travel and songs at our 
fingertips, not music limited to one room,” 
Maverick Cooper, TJC freshman said. 

However, others still find listening to the 
classics in their original form and format to be 


authentic to the lyrics itself. 

“I just purchased a record player and I find 
it more appropriate to be playing The Monkey’s 
and The Beatles than an IPod,” Justin Howard, 
Sunshine Records customer said. “Records give 
me a quality and sound even Apple can’t pro¬ 
vide.” 

For more information on Sunshine Re¬ 
cords concerning hours of operation, location 
and merchandise, contact Don Gray at (903) 
740-0946. 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 

by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


ACROSS 

1 “The _ Wife” 

5 “Sanford and_” 

8 “Grand Ole 

9 Julia Child and Emeril Lagasse 

12 One of the characters on “The 
Simpsons" 

13 Confined 

14 Remain 

15 Late-night host, until recently 

16 “_/Tuck" 

18 Bit of sooty residue 

19 Actor Nicolas 

20 Singer Paul 

21 Admonish 

23 Mork or E. T. 

24 _tea 

25 _one’s time; wait patiently 

26 Actress Zellweger 

28 Historical periods 

29 Comments from Annie’s dog 

30 Cassius_; Muhammad Ali, at 

birth 

32 ‘The flowers that bloom in the 

spring,;_la...” 

35 Russian space station 

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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36 Mexican misses: abbr. 

37 Actor Barry of “Cold Case” 

38 Huey, Dewey, or Louie, to Donald 

40 “F_old Forrest Tucker/Ken 

Berry army sitcom 

41 Pancake topper 

42 Goals 

43 “_ Life to Live” 

44 “By the Time_to Phoenix" 

DOWN 

1 Billy, nanny, and their kids 

2 Talk show host 

3 Wild party 

4 John _ of “Touched by an 
Angel” 

5 “CSI: Crime_Investigation” 

6 Cry of alarm 

7 Center of a tennis court . 

10 “America’s_Videos” 

11 Actor/producer/director Lee 

12 Monogram for Mary’s portrayer 
on “Little House on the Prairie” 

13 Al Bundy’s wife 

15 “Promised_” 

17 “Peter_show that starred 

Mary Martin 

19 _Summer of “A Different 

World” 

20 “M*A*S*H” actor 

22 King toppers 

23 Like meringue 

25 Benaderet and Arthur 

26 Hit hard, 

27 Moran and Gray 

30 Light, crinkled fabric 

31 & Order” 

33 Perch 

34 Elec, current unit 

36 Give the cold shoulder to 

37 Branch of mathematics, for short 

39 Expert 

40 Skater Babilonia 
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, Show Your 
1 School Spirit 


WITH THE LATEST 
f TJC SPORTSWEAR 

COLLEGE BOOKS 

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will make 
your shopping fast, easy and hassle free. 

Value * Convenience * Selection 

WE HAVE IT ALL! 

COLLEGE BOOKS 

1232 E Fifth St. (Across from TJC) 

903 - 592-4112 
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she didn’t sound like she was being sup¬ 
portive.” 

Anjelica said she also came out on 
MySpace and Facebook. 

“Everyone else would put their sta¬ 
tus as ‘straight’ or ‘seeking men,™ she said. 
“I would put that I am gay. And since it 
was a small town, word traveled in about 
a day.” 

Anjelica said a reason as to why she 
kept holding on the idea that she was a 
bisexual was to please everyone else. 

“When I said I was bi, if people did 
not accept all of me then they could at 
least accept part of me,” she said. “A lot 
of people, when they say they are bi, are 
just hanging on to a part of them that is 
‘normal.’” 

Alex’s Story 

TJC student Alex said he came out 
when he was 15. 

“I knew when I was 13, but I could 
never tell my mother,” he said. “I was 
raised in a very large Irish Catholic fam- 
ily.” 

Looking back, Alex said he knew he 
was “different” when he was 4 years old. 

. “I never liked girls more than just 
friends,” he said. “As a teenager, I was not 
attracted to hot teenage girls or celebri¬ 
ties. I was always attracted to the heart- 
throb male.” 

Alex said that when he did tell his 
mother, she did not have a confronta¬ 
tion. 

“I have a lot of male gay cousins and 
I’m the youngest,” he said. “So my mom 
knew they were gay before they even 
knew. She just tells me ‘don’t be gay in 
public or don’t act like you’re with him’ 
and I’m like ok mom whatever’.” 

Alex said he has come to terms with 
the fact that he gets looks in public. 

“I’m me and I don’t really care what 
people think about me,” he said. “I’m 
pretty sure people at school do care about 
me being gay, but I’ve either grown to not 
notice it or not care.” 

Alex said the hardest part about be¬ 
ing gay is not knowing who you are. 

“You have all of these thoughts and 
you’re still just experiencing everything,” 
he said. “You want to wait until the right 
time to come out but life is funny like 
that, and there is no ‘right time.’ It can 
only happen whenever you’re ready. Ev¬ 
eryone has to come to terms with them¬ 
selves.” ‘ 

Alex said ignorance is also a big 
problem facing the gay community. 

“People are not educated or accept¬ 
ing of gays and it may be fear,” he said. 
“We have a large group of gays on cam¬ 


pus. They just hide it very well.” 

Josh’s Story 

TJC student Josh said he definitely 
does not hide the fact that he is bisexual. 

“If anyone asks me, I tell them that 
I am gay even though I am attractived to 
both sexes,” he said. “Jt just helps not to 
get into a deep explanation of the differ¬ 
ences between being bisexual and gay.” 

Josh said his sexual preferences have 
caused a rift between him and his par¬ 
ents. 

“My family is not accepting of my 
lifestyle,” he said. “They think I’m going 
to go to Hell and that I am going to con¬ 
tract a disease and die. But I don’t care 
what they think anymore. I just do what¬ 
ever makes me happy.” 

Josh said he used to try convincing 
his parents that he was straight. 

“I would bring home girlfriends,” 
he said. “When I was not dating a girl 
I would bring home a friend that was a 
girl and she would be my girlfriend while 
we were there. However, that didn’t really 
work for too long.” 

Josh said his parents would do what¬ 
ever they could to turn his life around. 

“They would force me to read the 
Bible and force me to talk to pastors,” he 
said. “They even went through my closet 
and took my skinny jeans, vans and any¬ 
thing that had bright colors on it.” 

Josh said he has younger siblings and 
is sometimes frustrated when they receive 
more credit and attention. 

“I love my little sister and brother to 
death and I will do anything for them,” 
he said. “However I do get a little jealous 
when they constantly support them with 
their dreams, financial situations and put 
their pictures in photo frames and not 
give a s*** about me. But that’s life.” 

Aside from his parents, Josh said he 
also dealt with a lot of disapproval from 
his peers. 

“I was home schooled so I was usu¬ 
ally outside or going places,” he said. “I 
remember one time when I was walk¬ 
ing home a group of guys jumped me 
because I ‘looked’ gay. I think it partially 
had something to do with me being black 
because they were black. I guess they just 
thought I was an embarrassment.” 

‘ After dealing with the abuse, Josh 
said a recent discovery in his parent’s 
room pushed him to a limit. 

“They sent me to their room to get 
something and I found a piece of paper 
in their side drawer,” he said. “On it, it 
said ‘Leah: Star Athlete, Michael: Ac¬ 
complished Doctor, Josh: Failure.’ When 
I saw that I had so much hate and hurt in 


my heart knowing that I am the mistake 
and burden child.” 

Tired of the constant criticism, Josh 
said he has recendy moved out of his par¬ 
ent’s home in order to start over. 

“I stay on whatever couch I can 
find,” he said. “I know that one day I will 
get out of Texas and hopefully become a 
recording artist. I want to make it on my 
own and be successful and also bisexual.” 

Community 

Director of Student Life and In¬ 
volvement Vincent Nguyen said TJC 
could use a LGBT club on campus. 

“I don’t know if there is a safe place 
or haven for these students to go to,” he 
said. “Last year we had a student come 
to us because he wanted to create an or¬ 
ganization for the gays. He had a lot of 
followings. There were six or seven people 
who wanted to back him up.” 

Nguyen said the problem with start¬ 
ing a LGBT club was that no one would 
be a sponsor for the organization. 

“Sponsors have to be a full-time fac¬ 
ulty member,” he said. “Being a sponsor 
requires very little work. They just have 
to participate at every meeting, advise the 
group on school policies and procedures, 
reserve a room for their group’s activities 
and show their support outside of the 
classroom.” 

Although the idea of a LGBT club 
did not receive a sponsor, Nguyen said so¬ 
ciety has become a little more accepting. 

“I think the majority of the campus 
would be supportive of a LGBT club,” he 
said. “I don’t see any reason why Student 
Senate would not approve. We want to 
promote a vibrant student life just like we 
promised.' Gays should receive the same 
consideration.” 

Anjelica said she would love for a 
LGBT club to be accepted. 

“I would love to start one but I am 
kind of nervous plus I might lose my job,” 
she said. “We have a Hispanic ind Af¬ 
rican American organization. The Deaf 
Connection club has different people 
with different stories but they are all con¬ 
nected through sign language.” 

In the meantime, Anjelica said she 
will continue to work on becoming a Sign 
Language interpreter and hopes to one 
day find someone she could spend the 
rest of her life with. 

“I’m not sure if I want to get mar¬ 
ried, but I know that I want to adopt,” she 
said. “However, I don’t understand why 
straight people could have five divorces 
and keep getting remarried while gay 
people can’t even get married once. We 
have to move to another state.” 



ARSON Fire fighters attempt to extinguish the fire at the 
First Church of Christ Scientist. 


FIRE 
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hard time accepting their 
church home has been de¬ 
stroyed. 

“Seeing my church home 
burn was horrific, it made my 
heart sink, “said McCook. 

According to McCook 
this is only a material set back. 
The church plans, to rebuild. 
Until then services will resume 
in the Christian Science read¬ 
ing room, a part of the church 
that wasn’t destroyed by the 
blaze. 

“What would any church 
home do?” McCook said “We 
are going to rebuild in this 
same spot. We are going to 
grow from adversity. Healing is 
our mission.” 

The entire East Texas 
community has been affected 
by these devastating fires. Ty¬ 
ler Police Department is asking 
churches to raise awareness. 

“Some of the churches 
have hired more security as a 
precautionary measure, and 
others are relying on mem¬ 
bers of the church,” said Neal 
Franklin, Tyler fire chief. 

Concerns at other church¬ 
es have been raised since the 
fires first began. 

“Were more aware and 
trying to make sure our church 
remains safe,” said Cravens. 

“But even if something 
happens to the building, church 
will go on. The building isn’t 
the church, the people are.” 

East Texas is a community 
of strong faith and that hasn’t 
seemed to change, even with 


these tragic turn of events. 

“It’s the enemy and his 
influence, but we have to keep 
the faith and continue to do 
God’s work in spite of what is 
happening,” Cravens said. “We 
have to be an example of strong 
faith and still let our shine at 
work, in the community, school, 
etc.” 

Those most affected said 
they are thankful to the com¬ 
munity for rallying around 
them. 

“We can’t give up and have 
to pray as a church commu¬ 
nity,” said Cravens. “They can 
burn every church in Tyler, and 
we will still have church even if 
has to be in a parking lot.” 

According to McCook, 
not everything in the First 
Church of Christ Scientist was 
a total loss. 

The walls of the church 
still remain and on these walls 
the scriptures that were writ¬ 
ten years ago are still there and 
readable. One reads, “you shall 
know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

These churches have a 
long road ahead of them, but 
they understand they are not 
alone. They believe even this is 
part of God’s plan. 

One particular scripture 
that remains on the wall pro¬ 
vides McCook with the most 
comfort, “I know God keeps 
his promises and as the scrip¬ 
ture says, divine love always has 
met and always will meet our 
needs.” 



Are You 
Connected? 


Connect your two year associate’s degree 
with a four-year bachelors degree at UT Dallas. 
Lock in tomorrow’s tuition at today's prices 
for four school years through our guaranteed 
tuition plan. Get access to early advising 
and start planning your move today. Go to 
UT Dallas' Comet Connection Web site for details 
and to report your intention to join. 


utdallas.edu/connect 
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Join Us for Preview Friday! 

Designed exclusively for transfer students, Preview Friday is an event that allows you to 
mingle with other transfer students and view a detailed presentation about transferring, 
financial aid, scholarships and campus life. It also gives you an opportunity to talk one-on-one 
with an advisor in your major to learn how you can make the smoothest transition to help you 
reach your academic goals. 

Choose the date you'd like to attend and register online at utdallas.edu/enroll/events. 
Directions to the UT Dallas campus available at utdallas.edu/directions. 


Spring 2010 
Preview Friday Dates 

Feb. 19 

June 4 

March 12 

June 18 

April 23 

July 9 

May 14 
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create your future 


utdallas.edu 























